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had taken care to give them contentment in this matter, they
wished it to be understood that in future they would not allow
any member of their House to be called in question on the
ground of common fame.1

Here the Commons ought to have stopped. Unluckily, a
House of Commons without definite leadership, and more
especially one with a large proportion of new members, is apt
to degenerate into a mere mob. The Lords had thrown them
out of gear by refusing the conference on the Impositions, and
from that moment all reasonable and well-considered action
was at an end. Each speaker in turn urged more vehemently
than the last that some steps should be taken against the
Bishop. One member declared that Neile had once given a
false certificate of conformity to a recusant. The House could
not resist the temptation of inquiring into the Bishop's mis-
conduct, and, without perceiving that it was lowering itself
by indulging in personal recriminations, determined that the
Junes. charge should be examined.2 Upon this the King
threa^sSto ^ost ^ Pat^nce. On June 3, he sent them a mes-
dissoive. sage that, unless they proceeded forthwith to treat
of supply, he should dissolve Parliament.

On the receipt of this message, some of the members were
willing that something should be done to satisfy the King. It
_ .          was too late for this. The House felt instinctively

Excitement                                                                                                                       J.

in the that the objects on which its heart was set were not
to be attained, and it did nothing to check its more
violent members. Christopher Neville, a younger son of Lord
Abergavenny, poured forth a torrent of abuse against the
courtiers, and declared that they were i spaniels to the King,
and wolves to the people.' Hoskins boldly entered upon the
more tender subject of the Scottish favourites, and even went
so far as to put them in mind of the possibility of an imitation
of the Sicilian Vespers.

According to the belief of contemporaries Hoskins was set
on by persons of high station, and every indication points to
Northampton as the person who was suspected to have been at

*z, ?.ii. 713.                      * a 7.1504.